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NET ZERO AT THE HEART OF UK POLICYMAKING 

2019 2020 2021
• June: UK legislates for a 

Net- Zero target 
• December: UK general 

election

• February: Independent Review on the 
Economics of Biodiversity led by Professor 
Sir Partha Dasgupta

• April: UK enshrines new target in law to 
slash emissions by 78% by 2035

• May: UK hosts G7
• June: UK Infrastructure Bank opens for 

business
• June: End to coal power brought forward 

to October 2024
• TBC: UK to publish Heat and Buildings 

Strategy, Transport Decarbonisation Plan, 
Nature Strategy, Treasury Net Zero 
Review, Net Zero Strategy 

• October: UK to host global investment 
summit 

• November: UK to co-host COP 26

• March: UK government’s budget 
places a focus on emissions 
reduction and improvements to 
climate resilience

• July: UK Launches Jet Zero 
Council

• November: Government takes 
historic step towards net-zero 
with end of sale of new petrol 
and diesel cars by 2030

• November: UK government 
launches a 10 Point Plan for a 
Green Industrial Revolution

• December: UK publishes Energy 
White Paper 
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THE ROLE OF BUSINESS IN DECARBONISATION 

Utilising international 

platforms such as the 

G7, G20, COP 15 & 

COP26 as key 

milestones to showcase 

the continued role of 

business 

• Sharing best practice at 

every stage of the journey 

to net-zero to encourage 

others to follow 

• Highlighting the 

opportunities to be gained 

and the challenges to 

overcome

• Hold domestic & 

international 

governments to account 

on policy making 

• Partner with 

governments to make 

the investments required 

to drive both business 

and consumer action

• Committing to a net zero 

target that is at the 

highest level of ambition 

• Join the UN’s Race to 

Zero- to showcase  

leadership and support 

for climate change
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BUILD GLOBAL CONSENSUS 
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UTILISING THE B7/ G7 TO HELP THE WORLD BUILD BACK BETTER 

TO A GREENER, MORE PROSPEROUS FUTURE
Key recommendations from the B7 Climate and Biodiversity communique.:

• The G7 should lead international action on agreed cross-economy net-zero targets by 

progressing decarbonised power generation. Setting a target to phase out unabated coal in 

power generation, where feasible by 2040, as a benchmark for policy ambition could be an 

important signal. Governments will need to implement detailed policy plans and incentives to 

support industry, workers and communities impacted by the transition, and drive innovation in 

abatement technologies and alternative zero-carbon power generation technologies.

• G7 nations should commit to deliver a complementary mix of national plans and international 

cooperation to cut transport emissions across sectors. National roadmaps for the uptake of 

electrified vehicles and new low-carbon fuels should be developed alongside international 

agreements on emissions reduction targets for aviation and shipping. 

• G7 countries should set clear, ambitious, consistent and measurable roadmaps for hard-to-

abate sectors to reach net-zero emissions. Given the global nature of supply and value 

chains, G7 countries should coordinate efforts in establishing such roadmaps and the 

necessary policy incentives by convening key players and governments. 



6

• The G7 should increase international alignment in developing sustainable finance taxonomies, 

disclosures, regulations, and policy frameworks to support climate risk mitigation and facilitate the 

growth of sustainable finance. 

• All G7 countries should support the acceleration of the adoption of climate risk and opportunities 

disclosures such as those aligned to the FSB’s TCFD. 

• G7 countries could encourage the development of an agreed framework on which G7 economies 

should develop and adopt taxonomies. 

• The G7 governments should develop supporting policies with clear roadmaps to support with 

financing the transition. 

• G7 to commit to supporting the development of coordinated market-based mechanisms, such as 

carbon pricing, and support progress of Article 6 negotiations on the Paris Agreement. 

• G7 nations should prioritise national policies to support the development of markets that value 

biodiversity, natural environments and natural carbon sinks, and nature-positive business activity. 

GALVANISING BUSINESS AMBITION AND HIGHLIGHTING THE 

OPPORTUNITIES TO DELIVER ON KEY CLIMATE OBJECTIVES



7

LOOKING AHEAD TO COP26 
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DRIVE POLICY OUTCOMES
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BUSINESS & GOVERNMENT WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP 

• UK government recognises that ambitious targets will not be met 

without the support of business behind them. Ministers and officials 

actively engage with the business community through bi-lateral 

meetings, policy consultations, government & industry councils and 

business associations, like the CBI. 

• To ensure that the 2020s continue to be a decade of delivery on 

net-zero, there needs to be step-change in the pace of investment, 

supported by a government commitment to drive delivery. Delays to 

policy and regulatory decisions that hold back investment both act 

as barriers to this goal.

• With clear policy and regulatory frameworks UK businesses sees 

this as a once in a generation opportunity as a nation to completely 

transform the economy with prizes to be seized, including a 

decarbonised economy, that can enable the whole of UK society to 

benefit from this growth. 
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DELIVERING A GREEN INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION  

• In November 2020, the UK’s Prime Minister Rt Hon 

Boris Johnson MP unveiled a vision to deliver a 

‘Green Industrial Revolution’ to help drive recovery 

from the pandemic, and make progress towards 

net-zero emissions.

• UK businesses welcomed the measures, which 

included targets for hydrogen production, carbon 

capture, a 2030 phase out date for new petrol and 

diesel cars, and finance for energy efficiency 

measures.

• However, to realise these opportunities now 

requires policymakers to move beyond climate 

ambition to climate action, urgently filling the gaps 

across the government’s ten-point plan to unleash 

new waves of investment in the green recovery.
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FILLING IN THE UK POLICY GAPS TO REACH NET-ZERO   
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CREATE A RACE TO THE TOP 
& SHOWCASE THE PRIVATE SECTOR
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GOAL 13 IMPACT PLATFORM 
The Goal 13 Platform is the result of a partnership between Deloitte, CBI, Chapter Zero, The Prince’s Accounting for Sustainability 

Project, Dell Technologies and the Met Office. The goal is to accelerate progress at business level, in the climate transition, 

in order to reduce emissions and enhance resilience. We aim to do this by publishing company insights, inspiring further 

climate commitments and action, and facilitating collaboration.

Emerging findings: www.deloitte.com/Goal13ImpactPlatform

To view the platform: https://boomi.to/g13

http://www.deloitte.com/Goal13ImpactPlatform
https://boomi.to/g13
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For more information contact: 

Tania Kumar- tania.kumar@cbi.org.uk

Head of Energy and Climate Change 

mailto:tania.kumar@cbi.org.uk

